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May 4, 2020

Dear Friends and Members of Culbertson Baptist,

Our church has been adjusting to this time of being apart, but we are longing for the 
time we can get back together. We have been praying for each other and trusting God’s 
Spirit to hold us together. We hope you are well and have been experiencing God’s 
hope during this time.

On Friday, May 1, Governor Holcomb unveiled five stages to nudge Indiana ‘back on 
track’ to reopen. We are looking at these five stages and adjusting the schedule to meet 
our needs at Culbertson Baptist Church. Currently, we are planning to reopen our 
church on Sunday, June 7. Of course, as more information is gathered throughout 
May’s reopening process, we will make the necessary changes to keep our church safe 
and healthy. If our reopening date changes, we will keep you informed of our plans. We 
continue to rely on Katie Coalter, our wonderful resident physician, to inform our 
decisions. If you are sick or have been around someone who may have the 
Coronavirus, we invite you to stay home. Also, If you feel uncomfortable to attend a 
public worship service at this time, we invite you to stay home. Now that our technology 
resources have been installed, we will be able to share the sermon portion of the 
worship service each week on the church’s website. Thank you for supporting this 
outreach and evangelism opportunity.

Once we return, we will have the Sunday morning worship service at 10:15am. There 
will be several changes to our normal worship service as we adjust to a “new normal.” 
In the beginning, we will not have Sunday school nor any Wednesday night activities. 
We are adopting a worship only strategy for the reopening process. We will be 
removing several components to the worship service to maintain social distancing and 
limit the possibility of spreading the Coronavirus.
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Initially, we will not use a bulletin, a coffee station, or have a time of “Passing the 
Peace.” We will not have a sanctuary choir, and our worship band will lead us spread 
out throughout the stage. To start with, we will not celebrate Communion or Baptism. 
We will not pass an offering plate, so there will be an offering box available for people 
to place their offering in before the worship service and during the worship service. To 
begin with, we will not have a children’s nursery, but we will have a children’s sermon 
time in the service with the children remaining with their family in the pews.

We are also making significant changes to the seating arrangements. In the beginning, 
most of the congregation will not be able to sit in their “normal” seats. People will be 
limited to only two families per pew at opposite ends and will be required to only use 
every third pew throughout the sanctuary. We need you to use the top parking lot to 
limit the amount of space we will use (and clean) in the building. The door under the 
carport will already be open to limit unnecessary touching throughout the building. We 
will have greeters, but they will remain distant and come from the younger generation. 
While it will be uncomfortable, and honestly awkward, we will expect people to wear a 
face mask. Cloth masks (individually packaged) will be available, and they will need to 
be cleaned and reused for the next Sunday. There will also be hand sanitizer stations 
throughout the building, and Deena, our custodian, will give a thorough cleaning in the 
sanctuary, fellowship hall, and adjacent bathrooms areas.

We have been going through a lot of change, and we will continue to do so during the 
reopening process. We know that much of our congregation falls in the “at risk” 
category due to age or health. During the month of May, we are making the necessary 
plans for our congregation to safely attend our Sunday morning worship services.

Here is something else we know. Jesus is truly the light of our world. Throughout the 
scriptures, people experience hardship and darkness, and God’s light always shines 
through. Jesus healed so many people. Throughout our lives, we know of the times that 
Jesus’ light has expelled the darkness. Jesus has helped so many people find grace 
and mercy, love and forgiveness. We are excited to see Christ’s light shine from your 
faces once again, as we are able to gather together and worship again in our 
sanctuary.

Until that Sunday morning, continue to pray for each other, stay safe, and be well.

In Peace,

Dr. Danny Russell, Pastor Mr. Bob Plunkett, Deacon Chair
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