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January 25, 2021

Dear Friends and Members of Culbertson Baptist,

Since the beginning of the Coronavirus Pandemic, we have been following the 
recommendations by the medical and scientific experts. During this time, we 
have interpreted the data to know the best course of action for our congregation. 

Here is a brief summary of our actions canceling in-person worship during this 
pandemic. From the middle of March 2020 through the end of May 2020 we 
suspended all in-person activities at the church. Twice we canceled Sunday 
morning worship because of a potential positive case of the Coronavirus on a 
particular Sunday. Then in November 2020, our county moved to an orange 
status, which would require us to limit the worship service to 50 people. As a 
result, we canceled in-person worship, believing in time (because of a possible 
surge of cases after the holidays), we would also move into a red status, which 
we did requiring us to limit the worship service to 25 people. 

During the pandemic. we have used Indiana’s colored metric score to determine 
if we could have in person worship. When in-person worship was canceled again, 
it was thought that we would meet again once our county moved back into the 
orange status, which we now have been in since January 13. Even though we 
are currently in the orange status, we have not reopened the church for in-person 
worship. This decision was made because our neighboring counties continued to 
be in the red status. On Wednesday, January 13, all surrounding counties 
remained in the red status. On Wednesday, January 20, two of the four 
surrounding counties remained in the red status. We will look at Indiana’s colored 
metric score on Wednesday, January 27 hoping that we will continue our current 
trend and see more counties in southern Indiana be in the orange status.

Currently, our plan is to reopen the church building for Sunday morning in-
person worship on Sunday, March 7. 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We are waiting to resume in-person worship for two main reasons - to create time 
for the number of Coronavirus cases to continue their decline and to create time 
for many in our congregation to receive the Coronavirus vaccine. We are not 
waiting to reopen until everyone is eligible to receive a vaccine, but we are 
waiting until the older people of our community and congregation are able to 
receive both doses of the vaccine.

As you know by now, as the pastor of the church and the deacon chair, we have 
chosen to be quick in canceling in-person activities at the church for the sake of 
any potential transmission of this deadly virus. We know there has only been a 
few in our congregation who have transmitted the Coronavirus. We also know 
that no one has caught the virus during an activity at the church. As a result, we 
believe our actions and precautions during this pandemic has been successful. 
For this, we are thankful. We know of stories (both locally and nationally) of 
churches who were not as cautious, and some of them did become places where 
people caught the virus. We do not look down on the decisions of other 
churches, but we are thankful for how our church has responded to the 
necessary changes to our worship experience at Culbertson Baptist.

You have been very gracious and patient during this pandemic. You came to 
worship when it was safe to do so by maintaining social distancing and sitting in 
a different seat. You came to a restructured worship service that doesn’t feel the 
same. You wore a face mask and chose not to sing in the service. You continued 
to support the church with your presence in the sanctuary and through your 
financial giving. When it was needed, you participated in the online version of the 
worship service. You continue to reach out - calling on your neighbors and caring 
for your family and friends during the difficulty of this isolation. You continue to be 
God’s sustaining presence during this time of struggle and unknown. Thank You!

In the uncertainty of these days, we trust in God’s sustaining presence, a 
Redeemer who calms the storm, and the Spirit who guides us step-by-step each 
day.

In Christ,

Dr. Danny Russell, pastor Bob Plunkett, deacon chair
dannywrussell@gmail.com
859-421-8339
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